AMERICANS   ALL

Peter Blume is one of America's leading modernists,
and Americans are as proud of Zorach, who did the
figures for the new Post Office and Department of
Justice buildings in Washington, as of any living
American sculptor. They were all born in Russia,
and there are at least half a hundred more, both
Jewish and Gentile, nationally important in art.

In the field of music America is now the adopted
home of a hundred famous ones, including Igor Stra-
vinsky and Serge Rachmaninoff. Irving Berlin was born
in Russia. Gershwin was a Slavic Jew, born in Brook-
lyn. Eddie Cantor, incidentally, is of Russian-Jewish
origin. Russian-American conductors include Kousse-
vitsky, of the Boston Symphony, Alexander Smallens,
of the Chicago Opera, Paid Stassevitch, whose modern
and classic conducting in Town Hall have been out-
standing, and a dozen others. There are at least a dozen
world-famous violinists in the Russian-American group,
of whom the best known are perhaps Heifetz, Zimba-
list, and Mischa Elman, and Yehudi Menuhin. Rubin-
off and his violin are Russian, and so is Vernon Duke,
who was born Dukelski.

If Russians owe Americans a debt of gratitude for
harbouring them, America certainly owes them a debt
for the richness and colour they have contributed to
American life. A former schoolmate and Hudson
Valley neighbour of mine named Max Eastman is
married to Eliena Krylenko, whose brother is Soviet
Commissar for Justice Nikolai Vasilyevich Krylenko,
over there with the Stalinists. Max, as everybody
knows, is a Trotskyist and writer, while his wife, who
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